
April 22, 2021 
 
Michael Cerbone, Assistant Director 
Skagit County Planning and Development Services 
1800 Continental Place 
Mount Vernon, WA  98273 
 
RE:   Mitigated Determination of NonSignificance for proposed Grip Road Gravel Mine  

File #’s PL16-0097 & PL16-0098 – Impacts to the Natural Environment & ESA species 
 
Dear Mr. Cerbone, 
 
I wish to express my concern regarding the recently re-issued MDNS for the proposed Grip Road Gravel 
Mine.  Even though this proposal has supposedly been under review by Skagit County Planning and 
Development Services (PDS) for more than five years.  It appears that very little has changed about the 
original proposal, especially in terms of protection of the natural environment.  In fact, none of the 
assessments and application documents related to protection of fish, wildlife, water and air quality have 
been updated.  They were incomplete and inaccurate in 2016 and they still are, nor do they reflect any 
of the concerns expressed by the community on these matters over the past years.  To make things 
worse, all of those original documents and assessments are now completely outdated.  Unfortunately, 
there now seems to be a rush to push through a new Threshold Determination without taking into 
consideration new public comment even though previous comments seem to have been ignored. 
 
This is an industrial scale development located in sensitive rural environment where no commercial 
mining has ever occurred.  It will cause irreparable and significant harm to the natural environment 
including habitats along the Samish River and Swede Creek, as well as upland wildlife habitat.  The 
MDNS falls far short of identifying and mitigating impacts, including: 
 

• The environmental review did not consider the full footprint of the project. Only the 60-acre mine 

site was included in the environmental review, even though industrial hauling will occur on the two-

mile long private road that transects their larger ownership. The proposal will require more than 

11,000 truck trips per year on this haul road. It is adjacent to wetlands and crosses Swede Creek, a 

fish bearing stream. These sensitive areas were not evaluated and no mitigation was proposed.   

• The County is not following its own Critical Areas Ordinance (CAO).  Currently only a 200-foot 

buffer is recommended in the Fish and Wildlife Assessment, even though the CAO calls for 300-feet 

adjacent to high intensity land uses.  Industrial scale mining is definitely a high intensity land use. 

• The Fish and Wildlife Assessment is out-of-date and incomplete. The limited Fish and Wildlife 

Assessment provided by the applicant is more than five-years-old, and the river and associated 

wetlands have changed.  Designated habitat for the Oregon Spotted Frog has been identified in the 

Samish River adjacent to the mine site.  The MDNS does not mention these “ESA” species nor any 

protective measures necessary. Furthermore, state and federal agencies responsible for protecting 

endangered species need to be consulted.   

• Wetlands were not delineated, and there is no requirement for surveying and permanently 

marking them.  A full wetland delineation was never done.  Sensitive areas and buffers within the 



entire project area (not just the mine site itself) need to be identified so that operators and 

regulators know where they are. 

• Wildlife corridors are not identified and protected. Cougar, bear and bobcat are known to use the 

site, and it is the last large tract of undeveloped land between Butler Hill to the south, the Samish 

River and Anderson Mountain to the north. These animals require large territories and are sensitive 

to disturbance.  

• A drainage plan was not required to protect water quality from runoff on the private haul road.   

Without a drainage plan that identifies treatment measures for runoff from the haul road, the high 

volume of truck traffic is likely to cause excess sedimentation and potentially contamination from 

petroleum products to pollute surface water flowing into Swede Creek, a fish bearing stream.  

• Impacts to groundwater are not adequately evaluated and protections measures are not required.  

They intend to excavate the mine to within 10 feet of groundwater. But it is unclear how that ten-

foot limit is determined, nor how they will avoid penetrating the water table. Furthermore, with the 

pervious nature of sand and gravel, it is unclear if ten feet is sufficient to filter out contaminants 

such as petroleum product spills. The groundwater at the site is essentially at the level of the Samish 

River and flowing directly into it, with potential to contaminate the river.       

• The Noise and Vibration Study did not use realistic scenarios to model noise impacts.  The 

assumptions regarding the number and size of equipment that will be operated on the site are 

vague and misleading.  It modeled noise levels generated from “typical” and “average” mine 

production, not maximum noise levels.  The study did not address the significant noise fully loaded 

trucks will generate using compression brakes descending Grip Road Hill and the Swede Creek gorge 

on the private haul road.  Regardless of legal noise limits, all of this will be a major change to the 

soundscape for residents of the area that should be taken into account in a full EIS. 

• Emissions were not evaluated and no mitigation plan was required.  Air pollution from the mining 

equipment and hauling has not been evaluated, even though hauling the material involves a 

minimum of 240,000 cumulative miles per year driven by diesel gravel trucks.   

• Cumulative impacts were ignored.  This is a major industrial scale proposal that would create many 

cumulative impacts, both on-site and off-site.  No off-site impacts were evaluated. Twenty-five years 

of mine operation is not a “temporary” activity.  It will permanently change the character of the 

landscape and the surrounding neighborhoods, degrading wildlife habitat and fish bearing streams. 

To haul the amount of material proposed to the closest site for processing, requires driving diesel 

trucks more than 5,500,000 cumulative miles over the 25 year period.  

 

Before this proposal moves forward, the County needs to reverse its Threshold Determination under 
SEPA, and require a full Environmental Impact Statement that evaluates these and other impacts to the 
natural environment and identifies alternatives such as reducing the size of the mine.   

Thank you for your time and consideration.  

Sincerely, 

 

Martha Bray 


