
 Central Samish Valley Neighbors -- May 23, 2022 
 

The Public Hearing is now scheduled 

for the Grip Road Gravel Mine  

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE!!  Monday July 11, 2022 at 9AM 

This Hearing may continue to Tuesday July 12th at 9AM 
 

The big gravel mine between Grip and Prairie Roads, proposed by Puyallup-based Miles Sand and Gravel 

(Miles), is finally going to a public hearing.  This will be the last opportunity to express your concerns about 

the impacts of the mine and the heavy truck traffic. 

The mine will be located next to the Samish River, with a two-mile long private haul road that crosses Swede Creek and 

enters Grip Road at the top of the big hill.  (The mine location is directly behind addresses 21710, 21658 & 21994 on 

Prairie Road and along Prairie Lane.)   Despite Miles’ claims to the contrary, the proposed conditions for this Mining 

Special Use Permit are weak and will not protect the environment and public safety.  The proposal hasn’t really 

changed since it was first proposed six years ago.  Enforceable restrictions must be placed on this mine.    

Still proposed:  

• A 50 acre, 90-foot deep, open pit mine just 200-feet from the Samish River. 

• Gravel truck/trailer traffic “averaging” 46 trips per day, but with the potential of running up to 30 trucks per 
hour, operating for 25 years. 

• Fully loaded truck and trailer combos entering Grip Road from the top of the big hill and entering Prairie Road at 
the 90-degree corner.  

Half measures are not good enough: 

• The County is requiring restrictions on hours of operation and daily truck traffic, but loosely worded 
“exceptions” for “seasonal demand” and “extended hours” are included – with these exceptions, the so-called 
“mitigation measures” are practically meaningless and unenforceable.  

• Miles will be required to fix the two 90-degree corners on Prairie Road just east of Old 99 so that trucks won’t 
have to cross the centerline to make those corners, and install blinking yellow lights at the intersections of Grip 
and Prairie and at Grip and mine access road.  HOWEVER,  

• No other road or intersection improvements are being required despite the damage that will be caused by high 
volume of truck traffic, and the extreme safety hazards from these big trucks on the “S curves” on the Grip Road 
Hill, and the narrow parts of Prairie Road, and at other dangerous intersections. 

• There is no requirement for the gravel trucks to stick to a fixed haul route, which means that trucks could go 
east on Grip Road toward Hoogdal and Mosier Roads, south on F&S Grade Road, or several other possible 
routes.  This presents many safety hazards that haven’t been considered. 

A few of our concerns: 

• Public Safety for vehicles, pedestrians, school children, bicyclists from the large volume of heavy truck traffic on 
narrow, steep winding roads, together with significant commuter delays. 

• Noise, dust, air pollution, and vibration from onsite mining operations and off-site trucking. 

• Decline in property values. 

• Damage to public roads from extreme weight of so many trucks – one fully-loaded truck and trailer can weigh 
105,000 lbs. (52.5 tons).  Who pays to fix the roads? 

• Impacts to wildlife, to fish habitat in Swede Creek and the Samish River, and to water quality in general. 

• County Code requires a 300-foot setback from the river for a high-intensity, industrial use such as this mine, but 
with the flimsiest of justification they are requiring only a 200-foot buffer. 

Without real mitigation, these impacts will have consequences for all of us in the form of traffic accidents, 
infrastructure damage, and a decline in environmental health and our quality of life.  It is the County’s responsibility 
to protect public safety and the natural environment – they are supposed to work for us – they can do much better.   



 

 

All of us acknowledge the need for gravel and the right of the applicant to use their land; but it must be done 

responsibly – to balance community needs against profit.  Make no mistake, the applicant stands to make a great deal of 

money from this proposed mine.     

This public hearing is very important.  This is the last opportunity to speak up!  It will be before the Skagit County 

Hearing Examiner, and he will decide what kind of limitations to put on the mining activities and gravel trucking. His 

decision will be based on information he hears from the County, the applicant, and from us – community members 

who will have to live with this mine and all of the impacts for the foreseeable future.  And, if you care about “good 

government” and keeping Skagit County accountable for conducting fair and transparent land use decisions, this 

permit is a poster child for a poorly run process.  

This will be an “open record hearing”, so it doesn’t matter if you haven’t written a letter or commented before, you still 

can participate and make sure your concerns are heard.  Written comments will also be accepted, but not until the 

County announces the Special Use Permit Hearing.   

As many of you know, Central Samish Valley Neighbors have appealed the County’s Mitigated Determination of 

Nonsignificance (MDNS) for this project. The July 11th - 12th Hearing will be a “consolidated” hearing. This means that 

immediately after the Special Use Permit portion of the hearing, on the same dates, the Appeal will be heard.  The 

appeal portion is a “closed record” hearing, so members of the public can listen, but not testify.  

As part of the appeal, we are assembling expert witnesses and evidence to demonstrate that the County has not 

conducted adequate review of this permit under the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA).  We know that this mining 

application is deeply flawed; however, proving this to the Hearing Examiner – who is a Seattle based attorney on 

contract to Skagit County and has little background with this long drawn-out land use battle – is a tough climb.  We are 

doing our best to assemble expert witnesses and we have great legal representation. At a minimum, we are confident 

that this work will result in better mitigation to limit the impact of this mine on our community and the environment.   

The preparation for the Special Use Permit and SEPA Appeal Hearing comes at a steep price.  Despite some 

generous write-offs by our attorney, we need more funds to sustain this effort. We have worked hard over 

the last six years, and we have succeeded in getting the County to take a harder look at the permit, now we 

need to increase the pressure.  Everyone in our group has dug deep into their own pockets to pay for legal 

defense and to hire our own “experts” to show that the applicant’s ‘studies’ are inadequate.  We know that 

many of you have already given generously, but if you are able to help us further, please know that your 

donations are being used carefully and strategically, and we are grateful for anything you can give.  

Thank you for continuing to support this effort in any way you can.  

 Most importantly, please show up for the Hearing on July 11th!! 
 

AND: Please spread the word, print out this flier, and give it to your neighbors! 
 

With gratitude,  Central Samish Valley Neighbors 
 

 
Checks can be made out to:  CSVN/Linda Walsh, and mailed to Linda Walsh: 21710 Prairie Rd, Sedro Woolley, WA 98284 

Or donate with credit card through GoFundMe:  https://www.gofundme.com/f/grip-road-gravel-pit-road-safety-environment-csvn 

More info about CSVN can be found at: https://centralsamish.wordpress.com/ 

Public documents about this Mining Special Use Permit Application, including application materials and public comments on it, can 
be found at: https://skagitcounty.net/Departments/PlanningAndPermit/gravelmine.htm 
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