
NEW PUBLIC HEARING DATES FOR GRIP ROAD GRAVEL MINE! 
Central Samish Valley Neighbors 

Update August 29, 2022 
 
Dear Friends and Neighbors, 
 
The new hearing dates for the Grip Road Gravel Mine Special Use Permit and SEPA Appeal Hearing have 
been set. The County will send out formal Notice to all interested parties next Tuesday (8/2).  (The 
hearing was postponed at the last minute, from previous 7/11 – 7/12 dates, because the Hearing 
Examiner was ill.)   
 
Here are the new dates:   

Friday Aug 26th, 9:00am, in-person, at County Commissioners’ Hearing Room, 1800 
Continental Place, Mount Vernon.    
Second day -- Monday Aug 29th -- Location to be announced.   
 

Public testimony will only be allowed during the first day, and possibly the second day if enough 
people show up.  This part of the hearing is to consider if a Mining Special Use Permit should be 
approved.  After that, our appeal will be heard, and no public testimony will be allowed.    

 
We expect that these first two days will be ‘hybrid’ meetings with the option to testify virtually as 
well, but this will be confirmed in the County’s Notice. 
 
Please plan on attending and testifying the first day, Friday Aug 26th.  It’s okay to just come for half a day 
or even just an hour, if that is all the time you have.  But if you can only attend for a short time, it would 
be best to come in the morning and to sign-up to testify, or there should be instructions on how to sign- 
up in advance in the County’s public notice.   
 

It is most effective to testify in-person.  We have been waiting over six years for this.  
This is your only chance to speak up! 

 
We expect that the first two hours will be opening statements from the Hearing Examiner, County staff 
and attorneys for the various parties.  So, testimony may not start until 10:30 or 11:00.  Ideally, 
community members should attend for the opening statements, but the most important thing is to 
show up and speak, to let the Hearing Examiner know your concerns about this proposed mine.   
 
The guidance for public testimony and comments that we posted on our website previously are still the 
same.  We also expect that the County’s notice will state that written comments can be submitted up to 
the day before the hearing starts.  So written comments will only be accepted until 4:30 Thursday Aug 
28th.   Or they can be presented in person at the public hearing along with your oral testimony. Written 
comments can be submitted through the County’s Planning & Dev. Services website at:  
https://www.skagitcounty.net/Departments/PlanningAndPermit/commentsform.htm  
(At the web page above, scroll down to the electronic form near the bottom of the page.) 
 
What happens after that:  The following dates are set aside for the hearing to continue as needed.  This 
part will only be virtual (no in-person option):  Friday Sept 2nd; Thurs Sept 8th; Friday Sept 9th; Tues 
Sept 13th.   The hearing is very likely to continue at least to the Sept. 2nd date, if not longer.  This part of 



the hearing will be about Central Samish Valley Neighbors’ appeal of the County’s decision to issue a 
Mitigated Determination of NonSignificance (MDNS) under the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA).  
This is a formal legal proceeding, and the public can observe but not testify.  
 
We will send out more information as the hearing date gets closer.  Thank you for your continued 
interest and support.  The legal costs continue to mount as this process gets drawn out.  So as before, 
we very much welcome donations. 
 
Checks can be made out to:  CSVN/Linda Walsh, and mailed to Linda Walsh: 21710 Prairie Rd, Sedro Woolley, WA 
98284 

Or donate with credit card through GoFundMe:  https://www.gofundme.com/f/grip-road-gravel-pit-road-safety-
environment-csvn 

More info about CSVN (and the information we will be presenting at the appeal) can be found at: 
https://centralsamish.wordpress.com/  

Public documents about this Mining Special Use Permit Application, including application materials and public 
comments on it, can be found at: https://skagitcounty.net/Departments/PlanningAndPermit/gravelmine.htm 
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