
Central Samish Valley Neighbors – Guidance for Public Testimony 
Grip Road Mine Special Use Permit Hearing on Friday, August 26, 2022. 

 

The public hearing on the Grip Road Mine (PL #16-0098) will be the last opportunity for the public to 
express concerns about the proposal.  Please consider testifying and/or submitting written comments 
– it really does make a difference!  You may find the information below helpful for preparing 
comments. i 
 
Please remember that public testimony will be limited to three minutes per person.  You may submit 
more detailed written comments along with your oral testimony – this is the most effective way to get 
your message across. 
 
The public hearing will consider whether the application should be approved for a Mining Special Use 
Permit.  To be most effective, public testimony should point out to the Hearing Examiner why the 
proposal does not meet the criteria for a Special Use Permit (SCC 14.16.900), including that:  
 

“The burden of proof shall be on the applicant to provide evidence in support of the application. The 
criteria for approval or denial shall include the following:  

…. 
(C)The proposed use will not create undue noise, odor, heat, vibration, air and water pollution 
impacts on surrounding, existing, or potential dwelling units.  
(D) The proposed use will not generate intrusions on privacy of surrounding uses.  
(E) The proposed use will not cause potential adverse effects on the general public health, 
safety, and welfare.” 
….. 
(G) The proposed use is not in conflict with the health and safety of the community. 
(H) The proposed use will be supported by adequate public facilities or services and will not 
adversely affect public services to the surrounding areas, or conditions can be established to 
mitigate adverse impacts on such facilities. 
(I)    The proposed use will maintain the character, landscape and lifestyle of the rural area”….. 

 
This proposal is still: 

• A 51 acre, 60-foot deep, open pit mine just 200 feet from the Samish River. 

• Gravel truck/trailer traffic “averaging” 46 trips per day, but with the potential (according to 
the County’s Staff Report) of running up to 60 truck trips per hour over 25 years.   

• More than 5,800 fully loaded truck and trailer combos per year heading down the big hill on 
Grip Road and turning onto left onto Prairie Road at the 90-degree corner.  

Despite the large quantity of application materials submitted, the Applicant has not provided sufficient 
evidence that the mine, as proposed, meets the Special Use Permit criteria. The application materials 
repeatedly gloss over the impacts.    

In your testimony, talk about the things that matter the most to you. If possible, talk specifically 
about your experience (with traffic accidents, for instance), and how you and the people close to you 
will be affected.  Tie your concerns to the Special Use Permit Criteria, for instance:   

➢ Noise and vibration – so many trucks running on Grip and Prairie Roads, and use of 
compression brakes. 

➢ Air pollution – diesel exhaust concentrated along Grip and Prairie Roads, and carbon emissions. 
➢ Privacy – constant intrusion of noise from mining and hauling. 
➢ General public welfare – increased traffic, unsafe roads for commuters and cyclists. 
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➢ Health and safety of the community – risks to school kids, and increased risk of traffic accidents 
on dangerous, substandard roads. 

➢ Water pollution -- from road run-off, erosion in Swede Creek – risks to fish and other aquatic 
animals including the endangered Oregon spotted frog, and risks to groundwater. 

➢ Public facilities and services – needed road improvements to handle so many heavy trucks, and 
impacts to first responders from increased accidents. 

➢ Rural character, landscape and lifestyle – peace and quiet, and impacts to fish and wildlife of 
the Samish Valley, substandard buffers on the river and wetlands, the loss of wildlife habitat 
and wildlife migration corridors. 

None of the impacts listed above have been adequately evaluated in the application materials.   Nor 
will the proposed mitigation be effective at reducing these impacts.  For instance:  

• The County is requiring restrictions on hours of operation and daily truck traffic, but loosely 
worded “exceptions” for “seasonal demand” and “extended hours” are included – with these 
exceptions, the so-called “mitigation measures” are practically meaningless and unenforceable.  

• The Applicant will be required to fix the two 90-degree corners on Prairie Road just east of Old 
99 and install blinking yellow lights at the intersections of Grip and Prairie and at Grip and mine 
access road.  HOWEVER,  

• No other road or intersection improvements are being required despite the damage that will 
be caused by high volume of truck traffic, and the extreme safety hazards from these big trucks 
on the “S curves” on the Grip Road Hill, along narrow parts of Prairie Road, and at other 
dangerous intersections. 

• There is no requirement for the gravel trucks to stick to a fixed haul route, which means that 
trucks could go east on Grip Road toward Hoogdal and Mosier Roads, south on F&S Grade 
Road, or several other possible routes.  This presents many safety hazards that haven’t been 
considered. 

Your comments can include a statement about your concerns with the proposed mitigation, and how 
the project should be conditioned.  Some of the permit conditions we are asking for: 

• Set firmer limits on hours of operation and daily numbers of gravel trucks. 

• Require cost sharing to upgrade substandard roads and intersections to ensure that roads are 
safe for pedestrians, bicycles, school buses and commuters with the additional heavy truck 
traffic -- one fully loaded truck and trailer can weigh 105,000 lbs. (52.7 tons)  -- Who pays to fix 
the roads? 

• Restrict trucks to a designated haul route on public roads that have been adequately improved 
for safety.  

• Protect the Samish River with at least a 300-foot buffer as required by County Code. 

• Fully protect fish and wildlife habitat along Miles’ two-mile long internal haul road, including 
where it crosses unstable slopes in Swede Creek gorge. 

• Implement a monitoring and enforcement plan with periodic permit review to ensure 
compliance with permit requirements. 

 
i For info about the hearing location, and details about how to log on if you wish to attend the hearing remotely, 
please go to the CSVN website: https://centralsamish.wordpress.com or see the handout we previously distributed. 
[Note -- if you attend the hearing remotely, the County is using “Microsoft Teams” instead of “Zoom” – if you don’t 
already have this software installed it should download automatically when you try to log on, but it operates a little 
differently than Zoom.] 
i The handout and website also has information on how to submit written comments. Remember, written testimony is 
due Friday July 8th, unless you deliver it with your oral testimony. 
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