
Grip Road Mine – Central Samish Valley Neighbors  
Guidance for Public Testimony on Impacts to Air Quality and Climate 

Special Use Permit Hearing, Friday, August 26, 2022  
 
The public hearing on the Grip Road Gravel Mine (PL #16-0098) will consider whether the application 
should be approved for a Mining Special Use Permit.  To be most effective, public testimony should point 
out to the Hearing Examiner why the proposal does not meet the criteria for a Special Use Permit.   
 
If you would like to speak to concerns related to air pollution and climate change in your public 
testimony or written comments, you may find the information below helpful.  Remember that public 
testimony will be limited to three minutes per person.  You may submit more detailed written 
comments along with your oral testimony – this is the most effective way to get your message across.i 
 
Miles Sand and Gravel claims that the mine will have no significant impact on air quality.  The County 
accepted this and didn’t require any evaluation of the impacts to environmental health or climate from 
mining and gravel hauling. In fact, there is no mention of off-site impacts to air quality, despite their 
stated intention to haul more than 200 thousand tons of gravel per year to another site for processing.  
 
The permit review process requires that all significant impacts of a land use proposal are disclosed, and 
that reasonable options are identified for reducing or mitigating those impacts.  Neither the Special Use 
Permit criteria nor the State Environmental Policy Act exempt projects from acknowledging and 
addressing air pollution, including carbon pollution.  
 
The Special Use Permit requirements (SCC 14.16.900) state that:  
“The burden of proof shall be on the applicant to provide evidence in support of the application. The 
criteria for approval or denial shall include the following:….The proposed use will not create undue 
noise, odor, heat, vibration, air and water pollution impacts on surrounding, existing, or potential 
dwelling units….[and] The proposed use will not cause potential adverse effects on the general public 
health, safety, and welfare.” 
 
As proposed, this project: 

• Generates more than 5,800 round trips per year from tandem gravel trucks traveling to and from 
the mine (assuming 16 miles round trip); cumulatively this is 92,800 miles per year, or over 
2,320,000 miles over the 25-year lifetime of the mine.  

• In terms of distance, this is equivalent to driving from Seattle to New York City more than 32 
times per year, or 813 times in the 25-year period.   

• Our consultant calculated that these trucks will cumulatively generate more than 718 metric 
tons of carbon dioxide equivalent per year, or 17,950 metric tons over the 25-year lifetime of 
the mine.1   

• This does not include the emissions generated from the equipment operating at the mine site 
itself, which remains unquantified, but will certainly add significantly to the overall impact.  

• Carbon emissions will be exacerbated by the removal of 68 acres of forest for development of 
the mine, that would otherwise help absorb carbon. 

 

 
1 CO2 emissions calculations can be found on the last page of Ross Tilghman’s Memo on the Grip Road Gravel Mine, 
dated 6/13/2022; located on CSVN website:  https://centralsamish.wordpress.com/   
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For comparison:  

• The average US gasoline-powered car drives 2,482 miles to produce one metric ton of CO2 
equivalent (EPA). 

• Citizens of the USA on average generate about 15.5 total metric tons of CO2 equivalent per 
year. 

• It takes approximately 1.2 acres of mature forest in the USA to absorb (sequester) one metric 
ton of CO2 in a year (EPA). So, about 860 acres of forest would need to be protected in order to 
absorb the CO2 emitted annually by the mine truck hauling. 

This project has a heavy carbon footprint.  Skagit County should require developers to address the 
health impacts from concentrated diesel emissions, and to mitigate for climate impacts.   
 
Concerns include: 

• Diesel exhaust emissions from trucks and heavy equipment contain soot particles and other 
toxic pollutants that have been shown to shown to cause cardiac and respiratory illness, 
hospitalization, and premature death. The diesel pollution from this project will be 
concentrated is a relatively small area due to the repeated truck trips back and forth from 
along the haul route, which will increase the exposure to families near and adjacent to the haul 
route.   

• Carbon dioxide (CO2) and other greenhouse gas emissions are driving our global climate 
emergency.   

Further evaluation of the impacts of the diesel exhaust to residents near and along the haul route 
should be required; and carbon emissions should be calculated from both on-site mining activities 
and off-site gravel hauling.   

 

Mitigation for impacts from diesel exhaust and carbon emissions could include:  

• Reduce the scale of the mine. 

• Set limits on the number of trucks trips allowed on a daily basis, and during certain hours of the 
day to reduce residents’ exposure to diesel emissions. 

• Require the developer to purchase carbon off-sets. 

• Require the developer to help fund the permanent protection of local forest that would absorb 
CO2 and off-set the emissions generated from the mining activity.  

• Require the developer to permanently protect a portion of the applicant’s forested land that is 
adjacent to the mine site; this would have the added benefit of providing a much needed, safe 
wildlife corridor.  

 
i i For info about the hearing location, and details about how to log on if you wish to attend the hearing 
remotely, please go to the CSVN website: https://centralsamish.wordpress.com or see the handout we 
previously distributed. [Note -- if you attend the hearing remotely, the County is using “Microsoft Teams” 
instead of “Zoom” – if you don’t already have this software installed it should download automatically when 
you try to log on, but it operates a little differently than Zoom.] 
i The handout and website also has information on how to submit written comments. Remember, written 
testimony is due Friday July 8th, unless you deliver it with your oral testimony. 
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