
 Central Samish Valley Neighbors 
 

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE GRIP ROAD GRAVEL MINE 

RESCHEDULED FRIDAY AUGUST 26, 2022, 9:00am to 4:00pm 
 

This will be the last opportunity to express your concerns about the 

impacts of this mine and the heavy truck traffic on Grip and Prairie Roads.  Please attend! 

The first part of the hearing is to consider if a Mining Special Use Permit should be approved.  It is 

before the Skagit County Hearing Examiner and will be a ‘hybrid’ meeting – You can attend in-person 

at: 

County Commissioners’ Hearing Room, 1800 Continental Place, Mount Vernon.    
Second day -- Monday Aug 29th (9am – 4pm) City of Sedro-Woolley Municipal Bldg Council Chambers,  
325 Metcalf St, Sedro-Woolley [additional Hearing dates, as needed--all virtual: 9/2; 9/8; 9/9; 9/13]  

 
Public testimony will only be allowed during the first day -- possibly the second day if enough people show up.   
 
To participate in the hearing ‘virtually’ call: 1-(323) 553-1010 Phone Conference ID 114451280#  
or to join via video, go to: https://www.skagitcounty.net/Departments/OfficeofLandUsehearings/main.htm  
For help or issues with connecting, call: (360) 416-1156 or (360) 416-1154  
 
Written comments will only be accepted electronically until the day before the hearing -- 4:30 PM on Thursday 

Aug. 25, 2022, but may be presented in-person at the public hearing.  Written comments can be submitted through 

the County’s Planning & Dev. Services website at: 

https://www.skagitcounty.net/Departments/PlanningAndPermit/commentsform.htm  

(At the web page above, scroll down to the electronic form near the bottom of the page.) 

  

This new, industrial-scale mine will be located next to the Samish River, with a two-mile long private 

internal haul road that crosses Swede Creek and enters Grip Road at the top of the big hill.  Despite 

Miles’ claims to the contrary, the proposed conditions for this Mining Special Use Permit are weak 

and will not protect the environment and public safety.  After 6 years of permit review, little has 

changed, and many concerns remain. 

Still proposed:  

• A 51 acre, 60-foot deep, open pit mine just 200 feet from the Samish River. 

• Gravel truck/trailer traffic “averaging” 46 trips per day, but with the potential of running up 
to 30 trucks per hour, operating for 25 years. 

• Fully loaded truck and trailer combos entering Grip Road from the top of the big hill and 
entering Prairie Road at the 90-degree corner.  

Half measures are not good enough: 

• The County is requiring restrictions on hours of operation and daily truck traffic, but loosely 
worded “exceptions” for “seasonal demand” and “extended hours” are included – with these 
exceptions, the so-called “mitigation measures” are practically meaningless and unenforceable.  

https://www.skagitcounty.net/Departments/OfficeofLandUsehearings/main.htm
https://www.skagitcounty.net/Departments/PlanningAndPermit/commentsform.htm


• Miles will be required to fix the two 90-degree corners on Prairie Road just east of Old 99 and 
install blinking yellow lights at the intersections of Grip and Prairie and at Grip and mine access 
road.  HOWEVER,  

• No other road or intersection improvements are being required despite the damage that will 
be caused by high volume of truck traffic, and the extreme safety hazards from these big trucks 
on the “S curves” on the Grip Road Hill, along narrow parts of Prairie Road, and at other 
dangerous intersections. 

• There is no requirement for the gravel trucks to stick to a fixed haul route, which means that 
trucks could go east on Grip Road toward Hoogdal and Mosier Roads, south on F&S Grade 
Road, or several other possible routes.  This presents many safety hazards that haven’t been 
considered. 

Some of the permit conditions we are asking for: 

• Set firmer limits on hours of operation and daily numbers of gravel trucks. 

• Require cost sharing to upgrade substandard roads and intersections to ensure that roads are 
safe for pedestrians, bicycles, school buses and commuters with the additional heavy truck 
traffic -- one fully loaded truck and trailer can weigh 105,000 lbs. (52.5 tons)  -- Who pays to fix 
the roads? 

• Restrict trucks to a designated haul route on public roads that have been adequately improved 
for safety.  

• Protect the Samish River with at least a 300-foot buffer as required by County Code. 

• Fully protect fish and wildlife habitat along Miles’ two-mile long internal haul road, including 
where it crosses unstable slopes in Swede Creek gorge. 

• Implement a monitoring and enforcement plan with periodic permit review to ensure 
compliance with permit requirements. 
 

We will have to live with this mine and the impacts for the foreseeable future. This is the last 

opportunity to speak up.  Please spread the word and attend the hearing! 

As many of you know, Central Samish Valley Neighbors have appealed the County’s Mitigated 

Determination of Nonsignificance (MDNS) for this project. The Aug 26 & 29th Hearing will be a 

“consolidated” hearing. This means that immediately after the Special Use Permit portion of the 

hearing, the Appeal will be heard.  The appeal portion is a “closed record” hearing, so members of the 

public can listen, but not testify. We have hired legal counsel and expert witnesses to represent the 

community’s interests during the appeal hearing. This comes at a steep price.  Contributions to our 

legal defense fund are welcome and encouraged. 

Checks can be made out to:  CSVN/Linda Walsh, and mailed to Linda Walsh: 21710 Prairie Rd, Sedro Woolley, WA 98284 

Or donate with credit card through GoFundMe:  https://www.gofundme.com/f/grip-road-gravel-pit-road-
safety-environment-csvn 

More info about CSVN (and the information we will be presenting at the appeal) can be found at: 
https://centralsamish.wordpress.com/ (or scan this QR code with your phone) 

Public documents about this Mining Special Use Permit Application, including application materials and 
public comments on it, can be found at: https://skagitcounty.net/Departments/PlanningAndPermit/gravelmine.htm 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/grip-road-gravel-pit-road-safety-environment-csvn
https://www.gofundme.com/f/grip-road-gravel-pit-road-safety-environment-csvn
https://centralsamish.wordpress.com/
https://skagitcounty.net/Departments/PlanningAndPermit/gravelmine.htm

